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Regional Training Institute Graduates Warrant Officer Candidates 
Sgt. Mahsima Alkamooneh 
Camp Ripley Public Affairs

October 17, 2021, (Camp Ripley, Minnesota) — 1st Battalion 175th Regiment Regional Training Institute held a graduation 
and appointment ceremony for the Minnesota Reserve Component Warrant Officer Candidate School (WOCS) Class 21-001, 
“Lead Through Expertise” in the Education Center’s Auditorium at Camp Ripley today. 

The Minnesota Army National Guard conducted its first officer candidate school in 1957. 

“While a great deal has changed since 1957, one aspect remains unchanged,” said Chief Warrant Officer 4 Benjamin Labelle, 
WOCS course Manager and Instructor. “Our commitment to standards and excellence in producing the next generation of 
Minnesota Army National Guard leaders.”

The challenging eight-month-long course develops adaptive leaders in a demanding, high stress environment that requires 
both physical and mental stamina. 

This year’s class began in April 2021. After the completion of the first phase, the candidates prepared to attend Phase 2 at 
Camp Atterbury, Indiana where they were joined by candidates from 31 other states and territories. 

Throughout the eight-month period, they took four academic tests, performed a 10K foot march, completed the Leadership 
Reaction Course and a Land Navigation course. 

“The Warrant Officer Candidate School adopted the motto of ‘Strength in Knowledge.’ Knowledge enables our success, helps us 
plan, strategize and adapt. You our new warrant officers, are the technical experts to bring that knowledge to our teams,” said 
Lt. Col. Kyle Lundequam 1st Brigade, 102nd Training Division Brigade S3 and guest speaker for the event. “You have a new title, 
rank and pay, but how will you act?” 
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Bridging System Developers Eye Camp Ripley’s River Crossing
By: Anthony Housey 
Camp Ripley Training Center

October 5, 2021 (CAMP RIPLEY, Minnesota) — For nearly 
a century Camp Ripley’s training area has hosted a wide 
variety of customers using the space for a diverse spectrum of 
training needsrom Field Artillery to pistol qualification, from 
canine search and rescue to air-droppable resupplies.

“Our forested hills, open prairies, lakes and built-up 
training resources are on the top of the most desired list 
for organizations developing training plans and ready to 
put them in action,” said 1st Lt. William Hermanson, Camp 
Ripley’s Public Affairs Officer.

Potentially seeking to utilize one of Camp Ripley’s greatest 
features are bridging developers and designers along with 
representatives of the U.S. Army Engineer Training Command. 
They are at Camp Ripley’s bridging site along the Mississippi 
River to test the staging, operation and capabilities of a new 
bridge system.

“The draw is the fast water site along with all the other 
resources readily available on Camp Ripley,” said Capt. 
Michael Holly, a testing officer with the Maneuver Support 
and Sustainment Test Directorate, U. S. Army Operational 
Test Command. “If it were just a matter of choosing a river 
crossing we could go anywhere, but you all have the billeting, 
railhead, storage, and infrastructure right at our fingertips”.

Development (DOTLD) Maneuver Support Center of 
Excellence (MSCoE) joined by Members of the Support PM, 
Bridging ( JAB & LOCB) Systems and other departments to 
visit Camp Ripley and determine if the training area met all 
their requirements for mobilizing the new bridge system and 
testing its capabilities.

“It’s a thrill to have us as a consideration by our fellow 
branches and organizations. We always appreciate the 
interest in our resources here on Ripley,” said Master Sgt. 
Matthew Krebsbach, Camp Ripley Operations NCOIC.

Camp Ripley’s two water crossing training areas continue 
to be the chosen venues for several out-of-state engineer 
units including Army Reserve and National Guard units from 
Michigan, Wisconsin and South Dakota. W-1 also known as 
the Ferrell Lake Pontoon Bridge Site provides a (167 meter) 
lake site for bridging and an amphibious swim site. This 
site has recently been designed and constructed to mitigate 
environmental impacts from these types of military training 
operations. Additionally, the Mississippi River Ribbon Bridge 
Site, W-2, is a Bridge Site that is considered a fast water site 
and is unique in the United States (military post owning 
both sides of the river crossing). This site has recently been 
designed and constructed to mitigate environmental impacts 
associated with military training operations.

‹‹‹
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During the ceremony, Warrant Officer Candidate (WOC) 
Thomas Wright received the Academic Excellence Award. 
WOC Clayton Anderson was awarded the Superior 
Physical Fitness award.

Additionally, the Leadership Award and the Command 
Chief Warrant Officer Award was given to WOC Anton 
Johnson. 

After the presentation of awards was complete, each 
candidate received their diploma. In total, 12 candidates 
were honored. 

The graduates were Clayton Anderson, Emily Bode, 
Anton Johnson, Scott Lundequam, Emily Malherek, Reed 
Pritchard, Mark Peloski, Jesse Richards, Kyle Spree, Robert 
Theuringer, Aarin Urevig, and Thomas Wright. 

“The candidates have worked very hard to reach this 
moment, and the American people have put their faith and 
trust into these soon to be appointed Warrant Officers,” 
said Labelle. “The candidates are swearing or affirming 
their true faith and allegiance to the Constitution of the 
United States.”

With that, Class 21-001, stood to repeat the Oath of Office 
lead by Lt. Col. Amber Manke, commander of the 1st 
Battalion, WOCS/OCS Candidate Schools.

Once the Oath of Office was completed, family members 
of the candidates were encouraged to pin the “Warrant 
Officer One” rank on their service member. 

Following with tradition, the Leadership Award Recipient, 
Warrant Officer One Anton Johnson and 1st Battalion, 
175th Regiment, Training Non-Commissioned Officer, 
Sgt. 1st Class Michael Andrle walked to the middle of the 
auditorium to salute, allowing Johnson to present the first 
silver one-dollar coin to Peterson, the first enlisted soldier 
to return his salute. 

Scouts for Future Leaders 
Officer Candidate Andrew Wensmann 
Camp Ripley JVB 

September 13, 2021 (Camp Ripley) — On a beautiful 
Minnesota weekend in October local Boy Scouts of America 
gathered to share in an adventurous weekend. This event 
called the Ripley Rendezvous, is a gathering of scouts from 
several local counties annually. The rendezvous culminates in 
a larger gathering every four year including local states and 
Canada. The event entails various outside activities including 
multiple skills they may not be able to practice at other 
points throughout the year. 

Overall this weekend enables the development of leadership 
and team working skills.  

“This is developed over this weekend rendezvous by allowing 
youth to lead other youth and experience the true power of 
mentorship,” according to Wade Bastian, Field Director with 
the Central Minnesota Council of the Boy Scouts of America.
 
This instills today’s youth with the ability to become 
tomorrow’s positive and successful leaders. The impact of 
these scouting events and the development of leadership in 
the scouts program can be seen in the number of scouts that 
go on to attend the United States’ top military academies. 

“36.4 percent of the United States Military Academy (West 
Point) cadets, 22.5 percent of United States Air Force 
Academy cadets, and 25 percent of United States Naval 
Academy (Annapolis) midshipmen were involved with scouts 
as youth,” according to Boy Scouts of America Research & 
Program Innovation. 

Camp Ripley is happy to assist the scouts in developing 
tomorrow’s future leaders and looks forward to their return 
each year.

Regional Training Institute Graduates Warrant Officer Candidates

‹‹‹

‹‹‹
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A bond and journey formed from competitive shooting 
By: Sgt. Sebastian Nemec
Minnesota National Guard Public Affairs 

Oct. 14, 2021 (ST. PAUL, Minn.) — Competitive shooting 
brought him to the U.S. Army, but his mom brought him to the 
sport of shooting.

Army Lt. Col. Eduardo A. Suárez grew up in San Jose, California., 
with his parents and four siblings. His childhood was filled with 
Hispanic traditions of gathering around food, family and the 
church.

He was introduced to shooting when his mother, Beatríz, 
thought he was falling in with the wrong group of kids in high 
school.

“I was a little skate punk dude with long hair,” said Suárez. “And 
mom couldn’t stand it.”

So she asked her husband, his father, Albert, to take him to the 
shooting range when he was 16 years old. Albert had stopped 
shooting when they began to raise a family, and now his own 
passion was reignited.

“We spent a lot of time together,” said Suárez. “I got to know my father on a new level: father, teacher, coach and mentor.”

Suárez fell in love with shooting sports quickly, and he was good at it. He won his first international competition in Mexico City 
while he was still a junior in high school.

He was asked to become a resident athlete at the U.S. Olympic Training Center in Colorado Springs, Colorado. He trained there 
for more than three years and made the U.S. Olympic team in 1988 as an alternate.

While at the center, Suárez trained with shooters that competed for the U.S. Armed Forces. They encouraged him to join the 
military as a way to pursue his Olympic aspirations, serve his country and make a living at the same time.

“Shooting changed my life forever,” said Suárez. “It put me on the course to go into the military. And at the time, it was for one 
reason only, and that was that I just wanted to keep shooting, keep competing. I hadn’t accomplished all of my goals yet. And 32 
years later, I’m still wearing the uniform.”

Suárez enlisted as an infantryman into the U.S. Army as an active duty Soldier in 1988 and joined the U.S. Army Marksmanship 
Unit at Fort Benning, Georgia.

While on a trip to the U.S. Olympic Festival in Minneapolis, Minnesota, he happened upon the University of Minnesota, School 
of Architecture, an area of study that interested him. His wife, Jen, was from Iowa, so they decided to move to Minnesota after 
his contract ended in 1993 so he could pursue architecture, and she could pursue dental hygiene.

Suárez joined the Minnesota National Guard and completed ROTC from the University of Minnesota.

He has accomplished a lot in his military career he said. His father served as an active duty Airman in Alaska, where his father 
started shooting.

Shooting became something that bonded Suárez and his father.

(Continued on Page 10)
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13 Inducted into the Court of Honor 
Sgt. Mahsima Alkamooneh 
Camp Ripley Public Affairs

October 3, 2021, (Camp 
Ripley, Minnesota) — 13 
past Minnesota National 
Guard service members were 
honored for their service during 
a ceremony on Camp Ripley, 
October 3, 2021. 

Each year, former service 
members and Department of 
Military Affairs Employees are 
nominated and considered 
for the Court of Honor based 
on heroism and distinguished 
professional achievement. 

The Memorialization Board, 
consisting of 12 members (active 
and retired), who are appointed 
by the Adjutant General of the 
Minnesota National Guard, 
review each candidate and 
make the recommendation for 
nomination.  

The inductees this year are Lt. 
Gen. (Bvt.) (Ret.) Richard C. Nash, Brig. Gen. (Ret.) William J. Lieder, Col. (Ret.) Laura J. Ludwig, Col. (Chaplain) (Ret.) John 
Morris, Col. (Ret.) Gregg Parks, Col. (Ret.) David W. Pearson, Col. (Ret.) Scott A. St. Sauver, Col. (Ret.) Gregory A. Thingvold, Lt. 
Col. (Deceased) Donald J. Skrove, Lt. Col. (Ret.) Christopher J. Tatarka, Command Sgt. Maj. (Ret.) James M. Kampsen, Command 
Sgt. Maj. (Ret.) Chris A. Stroner and Master Sgt. (Ret.) Robert (Tim) T. Haugen.

The Court of Honor Induction ceremony is held on the first Sunday of October and dates back to 1933 when 159 service 
members were first inducted.
“As a perpetual monument in memory of a grateful State and Nation, terrain features on Camp Ripley Military Reservation, 
Little Falls, MN, are hereby named in honor of Minnesota citizens, now deceased, who served honorably in our armed forces 
during time of war,” according to General Order #5, dated May 26, 1933. 

It was not until 1980 when the first living individuals were memorialized. In 1988, a regulation was established to organize 
the process of nominating and considering individuals to be remembered through memorialization. This year also became the 
first year whennames were etched into a granite column in Camp Ripley’s Court of Honor instead of naming landmarks and 
buildings. 

The inductees arrived at Camp Ripley for a day of celebration beginning with a chapel service held by Chaplain Lt. Col. Corey 
Bjertness. 

Following lunch, a ceremony at the Recreation Center began with a welcome by Col. Simon Schaefer, the Chief of the Joint staff 
of the Minnesota National Guard and Master of Ceremonies for the event.  During the ceremony, the inductees were given a 
medallion, permanent orders and a rose for their family. 

A VACCINATED 
FORCE IS  A 
READY FORCE

A VACCINATED 
FORCE IS  A 
READY FORCE

A VACCINATED 
FORCE IS  A 
READY FORCE

A VACCINATED 
FORCE IS  A 
READY FORCE

(Continued on Page 7)
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While 13 individuals were honored throughout the day, only 
12 could be present at this year’s ceremony. Each had the 
opportunity to speak. Many chose to thank their families, friends 
and colleagues. 

“I really am honored and humbled to be inducted with this group 
of people,” said St. Sauver. “It takes a great NCO and mentor to 
create a good officer, but it took about 100 for me. I am truly 
honored to have those guys around.”

Just before the ceremony ended, Schaefer invited Maj. Gen. 
(Ret.) Rick Erlandson, the Chair of the Memorialization Board, 
to the podium to speak. Erlandson thanked everyone involved 
with the event. 

“To the friends, family and soldiers here today,” said Erlandson. 
“Thank you for coming and making this a special day for our 
honorees.”

Following the ceremony, inductees, family members and 
current service members traveled to the Minnesota Military 
Museum, the site of the Court of Honor. 

One by one, the inductees unveiled their names engraved into 
the granite walls by peeling off a piece of tape. Here they were 
given another opportunity to address the crowd.  

As Master Sgt. (Ret.) Tim Haugen removed the tape from 
his name, signaling the end of the last of the day’s events, 
current service members began congratulating their retired 
colleagues, mentors and friends. 

“My relationship with Col. St. Sauver began when he was the 
post commander and I was merely a soldier, not under his 
chain of command,” said 1st Sgt. David Morse. “The more I 
got to know him and working with him through American 
Heros Outdoors, I found out that his job was more than just 
a title. I got to learn from his experiences and his mentorship 
on how to be a better person, a better soldier and a better 
outdoorsman. A piece of advice for other soldiers; don’t be 
apprehensive based on someone’s title; they are still a person. 
Go up to them, introduce yourself, because they want to hear 
from you.” ‹‹‹

13 Inducted into the Court of Honor        By: Sgt. Mahsima Alkamooneh
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Who are your Heros? 
By: Anthony Housey  
Camp Ripley Training Center

October 15, 2021 (CAMP RIPLEY, 
Minnesota) — Who are your 
heroes? Growing up my heroes 
varied from my dad and John Wayne 
to Captain America and one of the 
Ninja Turtles. Knowing that I wasn’t 
an animated cartoon character, I 

sought inspiration from those of flesh and blood and listened 
to the stories of motivated Americans doing what they felt 
they could do to make my country a good place to live.

For other kids growing up in middle-class Duluth in the late 
‘80s their heroes varied as well. Not all of them had to do with 
the military, but as the world around us began to recover from 
the Cold War, the theme was often swayed towards heroes, of 
all back grounds, who served and sacrificed for the Red, White 
& Blue.

Later in life, as my friends included people from all over 
the state, I began to see an even greater array of heroes 
from different backgrounds. Some examples are my friends 
from East St. Paul, whose local heroes included Hispanic 
community members who helped the widely ethnically-
diverse city grow despite racial tension and obvious 
prejudice from their neighbors. They served as leaders in the 
community, in the work force and in the military. 

Hispanic women were also represented in the ranks. Cuban-
born Loretta Janeta Velasquez was one of the most famous 
woman soldiers. She enlisted in the Confederate Army 
masquerading as a man and fought at First Manassas, Ball’s 
Bluff and Fort Pillow. Discharged when her real gender was 
discovered, she rejoined and fought at Shiloh. Unmasked a 
second time, she ended her military career working as a 
Confederate spy.

Throughout U.S. history, Hispanic Americans have served 
proudly and bravely in all branches of our nation’s Armed 
Forces. Although serving individually as early as the American 
Revolution or representing the origins of the National Guard 
as militia forces in 1565 in the newly established Spanish 
military town of St. Augustine,  the Civil War was the first war 
in which Hispanics were represented in relatively significant 
numbers.

In 1863 the U.S. government authorized the military governor 
of California to raise four companies of native Hispanic 
Californians in order to take advantage of their “extraordinary 
horsemanship.” As a result, the 1st Battalion of Native Cavalry 
was formed with Maj. Salvador Vallejo of the California militia 
commanding. The battalion, with its 500 soldiers of Spanish 
and Mexican origin, served throughout the Department of 

the Pacific in California and Arizona. It guarded supply trains, 
fought against marauding bands of Confederate raiders and 
helped to defeat the Confederate invasion of New Mexico.

Admiral David Farragut spent a total of 60 years in the Navy. 
Son of Spanish born father, David entered service at age 9, 
fighting his first action during the war of 1812 at age 11. 
Farragut was the first person to achieve the rank of rear 
admiral, vice admiral and admiral in the U.S. Navy while 
serving in the Mexican-American War and the American Civil 
War.

Prior to the Louisiana land purchase about one-third of the 
United States was part of Mexico. Many Latinos can trace their 
U.S. citizenship back to the early 1800s, well before Minnesota 
became a state. According to the 2020 U.S. Census, 6.1% 
of Minnesotans identified as Latino or Hispanic. That’s up 
from 3% in 2000 and 0.9% in 1980. There are now 300,000 
Minnesota who are Latino. People of Hispanic ancestry have 
made Minnesota their home like many immigrants before 
them. They came in search of economic opportunities fueled 
by the railroad, sugar beet and meat packing industries.

Despite the deep roots of Hispanic people in America’s 
communities, many still experiencing discrimination. During 
the labor shortage caused by the deployment of thousands 
of working-age people overseas to fight in World War II, the 
government-sponsored Bracero Program recruited Mexican 
immigrants to work in factories and meat-packing plants. 
When not wanted for their labor, members of the community 
became targets for forced deportation.

As tensions grew the greater community worked together 
to build organizations which would become spaces where 
Hispanic immigrants were not only safe but also surrounded 
by familiar sights, sounds, smells and tastes. In a foreign 
land, they helped foster community amidst the challenges of 
poverty, isolation and racial discrimination. Even during all 
this, Hispanic men and women volunteered to serve in our 
military and do what they could to make a better world for 
themselves. 

Private Marcelino Serna fought between April 6, 1917, 
and Nov. 11, 1918, despite being a Mexican immigrant and 
noncitizen. He was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross, 
two Croix de Guerre with Palm by France and the Croce al 
Merito di Guerra by the Italian government. His Distinguished 
Service Cross was presented by Gen. John J. Pershing for his 
involvement in the Battle of Saint-Mihiel, France where he 
charged a machine gun site, killing six German soldiers and 
capturing eight others. As well as during the Meuse-Argonne 
offensive he followed a sniper on a solitary scouting mission, 
tossed grenades and fired into a trench from different 
positions, killing 26 enemy soldiers and taking 26 more as 
prisoners.

One Hispanic Soldier, David Barkley, of the 89th Infantry 
Division’s 356th Infantry Regiment, was awarded the Medal 
of Honor posthumously for his actions near Pouilly, France on 

(Continued on Page 10)

Left: David Barkely poses in uniform for a phote. 
Barkely was posthumously awarded the Medal of 

Honor.
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CRTC Teal Talk  
By: Cpt. Katie Morsh
Camp Ripley Victim Advocate 

Real Talk; Keeping the Conversation Going!
Let’s talk about SEX! More specifically, let’s talk about 
HEALTHY sexuality. In September, the second Teal Tuesday 
Lunch N’ Learn Webinar had 35 participants with many 
thoughtful questions and great conversations. The topic 
was “Healthy Sexuality and Sexual Assault Prevention” with 
panelists from Central MN Sexual Assault Center, College of St. 
Benedict and University of Maryland. 

You may be asking, “What is Healthy Sexuality and what does 
it have to do with Sexual Assault Prevention?” 

Well, Healthy Sexuality is more than just SEX. 
• Healthy Sexuality is the ability to understand, enjoy and 

control one’s own sexual behavior. 
• Healthy Sexuality is the absence of all forms of sexual 

violence.
• Healthy Sexuality is normalizing the conversation; 

making it ok to talk often about all of these topics. 
• Healthy Sexuality is the ability to choose when, how, 

whether and with whom to make sexual choices. 
• Healthy Sexuality is CONSENT- where both partners feel 

empowered and safe to say what they want -and what 
they don’t want- in a sexual encounter. 

• Remember: Consent can be taken away at any time. 
People can change their minds, and when consent is given 
it is only for the act/time that the consent was provided. 
It is an ongoing process. Consent can’t be coerced, and it 
is NOT automatic!

Understanding healthy sexuality helps us to strengthen our 
sexual assault prevention efforts. When we recognize the 
difference between healthy and unhealthy behaviors we more 
clearly see the warning signs of sexual violence, and prevent it 
before it happens. As we learn, we become more comfortable 
getting involved as a bystander. When we witness a risk for 
sexual violence we must intervene.

We also need to talk about consent, healthy sexuality and 
sexual assault prevention often and with our family, friends 
and co-workers. At first, these conversations and topics 
might be difficult but they are important and WILL help us 
prevent sexual assaults. The Teal Tuesday Webinar Series 
(last Tuesday of every month) is another way for us to learn 
more and continue having these important conversations 
about Sexual Assault Prevention. Please join us on Tuesday, 
30 November at 1100hrs for our next webinar. If you have 
questions or ideas for future topics, please email the CRTC 
Victim Advocate, Capt Katie Morsch at katherine.a.morsch.
mil@mail.mil

Important Legal Updates/Sexual Assault in the News: 
Voluntary vs. Involuntary Intoxication
In the spring, the MN Supreme Court ruled that a survivor 
of sexual assault was not able to seek a more serious charge 
against her attacker because the survivor was intoxicated 

prior to the assault. The previous law read that someone is 
unable to consent only if they were involuntarily under the 
influence of alcohol. On September 15th, that changed! The 
new law now says that anyone who is intoxicated and cannot 
consent is considered mentally incapacitated whether they 
drank willingly or not. Thanks to this much needed change, 
victims of sexual assault who are unable to consent due to 
intoxication are not limited in seeking the lower charge for 
their attacker. 

Why does this matter to YOU: 
If you or someone you know was sexually assaulted, the 
MN Supreme Court Decision from earlier this year may 
have created some uncertainty or questions. There was a 
lot of confusion and concern amongst victims/survivors 
and advocates when this decision was in the media earlier 
this year. Some may have wondered if the decision could 
impact their own case. It may also have prevented some from 
reporting. The updated statute became effective September 
15th, and victims may not be aware of the change and could 
still be hesitant about reporting, especially if alcohol was 
involved. If you or someone you know has been sexually 
assaulted, please encourage them to seek help. It is never the 
victim/survivor’s fault! You are not alone. There are people 
and resources available to help. 

MNNG 24/7 SAPR Hotline: (888)282-4858
DoD SAFE HELPLINE: 

(877) 995-5247
Email or Online Chat: 

http://www.safehelpline.org
Texting:  

(*55-247)
Texting outside the US 

(202-470-5546)
CRTC Victim Advocate: 

(320) 979-0745

‹‹‹
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“For dad, watching me compete and 
watching me excel in the shooting 
sports, I think gave him greater 
satisfaction than my military accolades,” 
said Suárez. “He taught me a lot. Not just 
the fundamentals of shooting or how to 
excel at a high level. He taught me the 
importance of reaching your potential.”

A specific photograph and moment 
stand out to Suárez.

“There’s a picture of him and me on the 
firing line. I’m leaning back over the 
fence that separates the spectators from 
the athletes, and dad and I are looking 
at each other. I’m leaning over the 
handrail. I’m looking at him, and he’s 
looking at me. And it’s one of the best 
moments I remember, where I feel like 
my father felt like he did his part. Like, 
‘Okay, the rest is up to you.’”

His upbringing and his time as a competitive shooter have impacted his career in the military, said Suárez.

“When I was competing, everything was competitive,” he said. “Competitiveness has now become an internal thing and more 
about outperforming myself.”

As the director of diversity and inclusion for the Minnesota National Guard, he’s had the opportunity to hear the personal 
stories and struggles of Soldiers and Airmen. Then he gets to watch them get better and take on their next challenge.

“In competitive shooting, the bar was an Olympic gold,” he said. “It couldn’t get any higher than that. And I feel like the military 
has been the same thing for me. If there is a bar, it’s pretty high up there. I think if you set a bar, whether you believe in the bar 
or not, you need to set it pretty high because along the journey getting there, you’re going to accomplish a lot more.”

November 9, 1918. He was one of nearly 200,000 Hispanics who were mobilized for World War I. More than twice that served 
during World War II in all branches and Hispanics made up, on average, over 11% of service members in the latter half of the 
twentieth century.

In 2019, Congress ordered the Pentagon to review records of Latino, Black, Asian, Native American and Jewish Service-
members who fought during World War I. The review of these Soldiers was to determine if they were denied the Medal of 
Honor because of their race or religion and should be awarded the medal.

A similar review, ordered in 2002, was done for military personnel of later wars and in 2014 President Barack Obama awarded 
24 veterans the medal, all but three posthumously. Many of those recipients were Latinos. Sixty men of Hispanic heritage have 
been awarded the Medal of Honor of the 3,508 awarded since its inception. 

Marine Sgt. Rafael Peralta emigrated to the U.S. with his family from Mexico City. He deployed to Iraq in 2004 as scout team 
leader to the 3rd Marine Regiment and cleared houses in Operation Phantom Fury. In the fourth house clearing, Peralta opened 
a door and was immediately hit by AK-47 fire, leaving him wounded on the floor. When the insurgents threw a hand grenade, 
Peralta reportedly pulled the explosive under his body, saving the lives of three other Marines. He was posthumously awarded 
the Navy Cross.

Inside our own communities or out, we all have our heroes that we are inspired by. Their deeds, actions and character 
motivates us to try to be something more than our lives give us. To keep going and do the best we can with what we have. Some 
of my heroes are always on deck to keep me striving to do what’s right while being humble and remembering where I come 
from. Heroes come from all over, every religion, every culture, everywhere in the world. Thank you to our heroes. ‹‹‹

‹‹‹

Who are your Heros?           By: Anthony Housey

A bond and journey formed from competitive shooting            By: Sgt. Sebastian Nemec
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Monthly Themes: 
Key Events: 

Camp Ripley
DEERS/Rapids ID Card 

Office
320-616-2728

Contract Dining Facility Hours & Costs
 Breakfast      -     0600      to      0745      -      $8.25
 Lunch      -      1130      to      1300      -      $8.25
 Dinner  - 1630      to      1830 - $8.25

CDF Contact info: Contracting Officer Representative  320-616-3173 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30

NOVEMBER 2021

Kids Painting Class at 
Kicks Crosslake

Kids Painting Class at 
Kicks Crosslake

Kids Painting Class at 
Kicks Crosslake

Bingo @ 
Crosslake
American

Legion

Family Skate 
Night @ Breezy 
Point Skating 

Club 

Bingo @ 
Nisswa

American
Legion

Poker 
Night 

@ Moonlite 
Bay

Sushi Night 
@ Prairie 

Bay 5-8 pm

Karaoke 
Night 

Nisswa 
Legion

Bingo and 
Burgers @ 

Nisswa
American

Legion

Bingo and 
Burgers @ 

Nisswa
American

Legion

Wings and 
Things 

@ Nisswa
American

Legion

Bingo and 
Burgers @ 

Nisswa
American

Legion

DIY
Soap 
Class

Bingo and 
Burgers @ 

Nisswa
American

Legion

Trivia 
Night @
Jack Pine 
7-9 pm

Brunch and Bingo @ 
Manhattan’s 11am-2pm

Seafood 
Raffle @ B 

Merri
5:30-6:30 

pm

Seafood 
Raffle @ B 

Merri
5:30-6:30 

pm

Viking 
Football 
12-3 pm

Holiday 
Vendor 
Market

JJ’s Pub Meat Raffle

Meat Raffle @ Crosslake 
Legion

Meat Raffle @ Moonlite

Happy hour at Black Bear 
Lodge and Saloon

3-6pm

Music Department 
Presents: Genesis 

7-9 pm

Happy hour at Black Bear 
Lodge and Saloon

3-6pm

Happy hour at Black Bear 
Lodge and Saloon

3-6pm

Holiday Open House @ 
Purple Fern
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Camp Ripley Safety

Tree stand safety
Tree stand accidents are the leading cause of injury to 
hunters. One in three people who hunt from an elevated stand 
will have a fall resulting in serious injury.
The following information will provide you with tips and 
information for safe tree stand hunting.

Types of Tree Stands
• Fixed position stands – these stands are designed to be 

placed on a tree trunk and remain secured in that spot.
• Vertical ladder stands – this type of stand has a ladder 

that supports the shooting platform. The ladder is usually 
divided into short sections that can be assembled on 
site. The ladder “legs” extend at a slight angle out from 
the stand and tree trunk and are secured to the trunk via 
supporting arms and belts.

• Climbing stands – the most popular stand type, the 
climber is designed to “walk” up a tree trunk with the 
hunter to a desired elevation.

• Permanent stands – such stands may be placed in a 
tree or cluster of trees and left there. They are exposed 
to weather and may deteriorate. Never trust the safety 
of a permanent tree stand that was built previously by 
someone else.

Safety Harnesses
• Always wear a safety harness, also known as a fall arrest 

system, when you are in a tree stand, as well as when 
climbing into or out of a tree stand.

• A safety strap should be attached to the tree to prevent 
you from falling more than 12 inches.

• In the event of a fall, harnesses provide some “cushion”, 
generally about four inches, which is the result of the 
alternately tightening and slipping of the harness as well 
as the normal stretch of the material.

• Always inspect the safety harness for signs of wear or 
damage before each use.

• Follow all manufacturers’ instructions for use of a safety 
harness and stand.

Recovery From a Fall
• Preparation and prevention are the keys to safe tree 

stand use.
• In the event of a fall in a harness, try to recover as soon 

as possible. The longer you stay suspended from your 
harness, the harder it will be to recover from your fall.

• Seek suspension relief by grabbing onto the tree trunk or 
climbing steps.

• Take the weight off your harness as soon as possible.
• Once you have a firm hold on the trunk or climbing steps, 

use the 3 point rule to climb back into your stand or 
down from it.

• Replace your harness with a new one in the event of a fall, 
especially if you have cut your tree tether.

3 Point Rule
Follow the 3 Point Rule of tree stand safety. Always have 3 
points of contact to the steps or ladder before moving. This 
could be two arms and one leg holding and stepping on the 
ladder or one arm and two legs in contact with the ladder 
before moving. Be cautious that rain, frost, ice or snow can 
cause steps to become extremely slippery. Check the security 
of the step before placing your weight on it.

Safety Guidelines
• Always use a haul line to pull up your gear and unloaded 

firearm or bow to your tree stand. Never climb with 
anything in your hands or on your back. Before 
descending, lower your equipment on the opposite side 
of the tree.

• Always select the proper tree for use with your tree 
stand. Select a live, straight tree that fits within the size 
limits recommended in your tree stand’s instructions.

• Always hunt with a plan, and if possible, with a buddy. Let 
others know your exact hunting location, when you plan 
to return and who you are hunting with.

• Always carry emergency signal devices such as a cell 
phone, whistle, walkie-talkie, signal flare and flashlight 
on your person at all times and within reach, even when 
you are suspended in your tree stand.

• The recommended height for an elevated tree stand is 
less than ten feet above the ground.

• Know your physical limitations. Don’t take chances. If 
you start thinking about how high you are, don’t go any 
higher.

• While climbing with a tree stand, make slow, even 
movements of no more than 10-12 inches at a time. Have 
proper contact with the tree and/or tree stand every time 
you move and follow the 3-point rule.

For a quick safety course that covers all aspects of tree stand 
safety, go to:
www.huntercourse.com/treestandsafety (link is external)
For more tree stand safety information, go to:
www.tmastands.com (link is external) or call 601-584-7983
Article Courtesy of Minnesota DNR (https://www.dnr.state.
mn.us/safety/treestand/index.html) 


